	Groasis has been designated as National Icon by the Dutch Government for being one of the 3 most innovative projects of The Netherlands with a high social impact and supporting economic growth.
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Speech Marjolijn Sonnema Break Out sessie Landbouw 27 maart 2017 – Beurs van Berlage

Mr. Negri, Vice Minister of Agroindustry, Mr. Etchevehere,....other honourable Guests, ladies and Gentlemen,

Part 1: Introduction and Welcome

Bienvenido a nuestro pais, 

It gives me great pleasure to have such a large delegation of Argentinian officials and companies visiting the Netherlands under the leadership of your president mr. Macri. 

Mr. Negri, last September our Minister for Agriculture visited Argentina with a trade mission of 25 companies, and now you take the opportunity to join your president to visit my country.  I’m very pleased to welcome you here and I hope you will experience the vibrant energy in our agricultural sector. 

We are connected in a rare way as countries. One of the most well-known and most popular icon in Holland is from your country. I’m talking of course about Máxima, our queen who is rooted in Argentina and crowned in Holland. 

Our countries are connected in more ways than royal marriage.

Our agricultural sectors are complementary to each other and we can benefit from each other. From each other’s knowledge & technology in the field of agriculture, water management and logistics. Your climate is of an opposite season and offers for both sides possibilities to cooperate and mutually profit from this seasonal effect.

The Netherlands are in the centre of Europe: half of the population of the EU is living within a radius of 500 km of the Netherlands. We are home to the best agricultural university in the world, Wageningen University and Research. We are known for our innovative approach of agricultural science. 

The Netherlands is the first exporter in the world for flowers, bulbs, tomatoes and propagation material for these sectors. And the first exporter of Europe of hatching eggs and seed potatoes. 

You have an abundant agricultural production, ranging from tropical to polar climates, from low to high intensive agriculture, from dry to (very) wet lands, from organic to highly mechanized agriculture. 

You are the first exporter of soybean meal, and soybean oil, vegetable waste and residues, groundnut oil and groundnut meal, products of great importance but with a relative low added value, products we can use effectively, but don’t produce ourselves. 

With this in mind, there is a need to improve the use of this material in the most effective way and use this “raw material” as a basis for the biobased economy. Either in Argentina itself or needs to be, in the Netherlands.

Many possibilities of cooperation can be explored, but especially in the area of sustainable and responsible agricultural production and attention to postharvest technology are of great importance. Another field of expertise for better cooperation is the technology for adding value to primary agricultural products.

Whatever developments in the near future will take place, I foresee an increase in our bilateral agricultural cooperation and I trust this visit will be a marker of better understanding of these possibilities.

Part 2: Introduction Growboxx

I just talked about an icon of the Netherlands, but this government also has chosen some icons in 2016 and one of them is the Growboxx…. 

The Netherlands cares about nature and environment. In our own country, as well abroad. 

The balance between wanting enough delicious food and taking care of the earth that provides us with this food, has been lopsided. We want beautiful nature but we also want to battle world hunger and be able to eat anything we like at any given moment. If we go on like this, we need a second planet soon. 

Forests cover 30 per cent of the Earth’s surface and in addition to providing food security and shelter, forests are key to combating climate change and protecting biodiversity.  Thirteen million hectares of forests are being lost every year while the persistent degradation of drylands has led to the desertification of 3.6 billion hectares.

Argentina is known for its abundant agricultural production with a lot of potential, as I just mentioned, but also suffers from flooding as well as dryland issues. Another breakout session at this moment is being held on control of excessive rainwater in certain provinces of Argentina, but I would like to ask attention for the areas of dryland, which are mainly in the north of your country.

It is our responsibility to acknowledge risks and problems and come up with opportunities and solutions. In order to reduce the surface of drylands, sometimes simple solutions are available. A simple but clever device was invented: the Growboxx. It is a relatively cheap answer to desertification, and this government has declared it one of its national icons.
At this moment tests are being developed in Argentina to introduce the Growboxx and even plans are made to invest in the production of the Growboxx in Argentina. It is not only a way to stop desertification but can also be used to plant fruit trees in dry areas.

To show what a Growboxx look like I herewith would like to present you this Growboxx for Argentina, in the hope that many more may follow.

Thank you for your attention.

[image: image3.png]


The Treesolution with the Groasis Growboxx is winner of the Accenture “Green Tulip Innovation Award” 2014
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